ELAINE ALVAREZ, SOPRANO

Cuban-American soprano Elaine Alvarez rose to international
acclaim in 2007 with her breakout debut as Mimi in La boheme
with Lyric Opera of Chicago. Heralded for her "buffed bronze
soprano” (Opera News) and “melting, voluminous sound’
(Frankfurter Allgemeine), Alvarez has become a sought-after
interpreter of iconic roles such as Tosca, Aida, Madama
Butterfly and Daniel Catan's Florencia en el Amazonas.

Highlights of the 2025-2026 season include recital
appearances with Orchestra Miami and Artistic Voices Miami;
Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 with the Alabama Symphony
Orchestra; a return to Tosca for Opera Montana and to The
Metropolitan Opera to cover Cio-Cio-San in Madama Butterfly.

Alvarez's repertoire spans many of opera’s great Verdi and Puccini heroines, with acclaimed
performances of Aida (Chicago Symphony Orchestra under the baton of Maestro Riccardo
Muti, Opera Royal de Wallonie); Tosca (Chorégies d'Orange, Opera de Oviedo,
Chautauqua Opera); Violetta in La Traviata (Bayerische Staatsoper, Fort Worth Opera,
Oper Leipzig, Theater St. Gallen), Mimi in La boheme (Lyric Opera of Chicago, Opera
National de Bordeaux, Virginia Opera, Teatro Carlo Felice, Arizona Opera, Oper
Frankfurt); Elvira in Ernani and Héléne in the rarely-produced Jerusalem (Opera Royal de
Wallonie); Suor Angelica (Opera Omaha); Elisabetta di Valois in Don Carlo (Maryland Lyric
Opera); Magda in La Rondine (Oper Frankfurt, Pazaislis Music Festival, Oper Leipzig); and
Desdemona in Otello (Livermore Valley Opera). Additional roles include Kat'a

Kabanova (Boston Lyric Opera); Micaela in Carmen (Lyric Opera of Chicago, Florida Grand
Opera); Donna Anna in Don Giovanni (Oper Leipzig); Anna Bolena (Opera Royal de
Wallonie); Contessa Almaviva in Le nozze di Figaro (Opera Cleveland), and La Comtesse de
Breville in the world premiere of Stephen Hartke's The Greater Good for Glimmerglass
Opera, commercially released by Naxos Records. A passionate advocate for Spanish-
language works, Ms. Alvarez has also brought to life contemporary, Latin American
heroines, including the title roles in Daniel Catan's Florencia en el Amazonas (San Diego
Opera, North Carolina Opera) and La Hija de Rappaccini (Gotham Chamber Opera), as well
as Gonzalo Roig's Cecilia Valdeés at the iconic Teatro de la Zarzuela in Madrid.

A frequent guest at The Metropolitan Opera since joining the roster in 2016, Alvarez has
covered numerous leading roles there including Madama Butterfly, Mimi in La boheme,
Tosca, Antonia in Les Contes d'Hoffmann, and a new production of Florencia en el Amazonas.
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Highlights on the concert platform include appearances at Carnegie Hall for the Marilyn
Horne Foundation's Annual Gala Concert alongside longtime mentor Warren Jones, and
the world premiere of Requiem Xantolo by Julio Morales; Rossini's Stabat Mater under the
baton of Maestro Riccardo Muti, on tour with the Ravenna Festival Italy and the Orchestra
e Coro Maggio Musicale Fiorentino; Mozart's Mass in C minor with the
Gewandhausorchester Leipzig; a debut recital at the Kennedy Center in \Washington, D.C.
for The Vocal Arts Society; featured guest artist with the New World Symphony; Verdi's
Requiem (Charleston Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra lowa); Beethoven's Symphony No. 9
(Jacksonville Symphony, Orchestra Miami, the New Year's Eve Orchestra at The Lensic
Performing Arts Center in Santa Fe, Idaho Falls Symphony, the Traverse City Symphony,
and Manhattan School of Music's Centennial Celebration Concert). Alvarez has also
enjoyed collaborations with the Sphinx Organization, including performances of Manuel de
Falla's Siete Canciones Populares for voice and chamber orchestra with the Sphinx Virtuosi
Ensemble at the Ordway Center for the Performing Arts in Minnesota as well as
performances of Undine Smith Moore's Scenes from the Life of a Martyr, featuring Sphinx's
Exigence Vocal Ensemble and the Eugene Concert Choir & Orchestra at the Hult Center
for Performing Arts in Eugene, Oregon, commercially released on Navona Records.

Born in Miami, Florida, Ms. Alvarez began her musical studies under the guidance of her
mother, Yasmin Alvarez, a distinguished classical music professor trained in Cuba. Early
mentorship from Geraldine Suarez-Novak and the late Cuban tenor Cesar-Antonio Suarez
helped nurture her passion for classical music and vocal performance.

Alvarez is a high school graduate of the prestigious New World School of the Arts and
holds Bachelor's and Master's degrees from Manhattan School of Music, studying with
Joan Patenaude-Yarnell and Warren Jones. Her advanced training includes residencies and
fellowships at the Music Academy of the West in Santa Barbara, the Academy of Vocal
Arts in Philadelphia, and the Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia in Rome, studying most
notably with legendary artists Marilyn Horne and Renata Scotto, and continuing studies with
Manuel Perez, Anthony Manoli, and James Smidt.

Ms. Alvarez resides in Miami, Florida with her husband Michael, their children, and their two
beloved rescue pups, Gigi and La Lupe.
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